The Nativity of St. John the Baptist

On June 23rd, we celebrate the birth of a remarkable
life. As we become more familiar with the Scriptures,
we recognize the importance of the prophets in the
shaping of old Israel’s faith, opening up boundless
hopes, and calling them to fulfill their role as ‘the
light of the nations’. John the Baptist, the last of the
prophets of old Israel, was a figure of immense
significance.

John was the one who pointed out the way in the life,
death and resurrection of the Saviour of the world. As
Jesus himself declared: ‘A greater than John the Bap-
tist has never been seen. It was toward John that all
the prophecies of the prophets and the Law were lead-
ing’.

However, what He adds to this remarkable praise
startles us: ‘Yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he is’. In fact, John was a figure of such
influence at the time that the gospels stress that he

claimed to be no more than a humble herald of this |

fulfillment. Jews came to question this preacher who
was attracting large crowds. When asked: ‘Who are
you?’, he declared quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ; I
am not Elijah; I am not the Prophet (i.e. the New
Moses)’. He was, he said, ‘a voice that cries in the
wilderness: make a straight a way for the Lord’.

There are other indications of John’s acceptance of his
role as a humble herald. When large crowds came to
be baptized, he brushed aside their grandiose sugges-
tions with words that are familiar to every generation:
‘I am not fit to undo the strap of His sandals; I baptize
with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire’.

Taking up the prophets’ theme, referring to the Lord
as the ‘husband’ of Israel, he applied it to the fulfill-
ment he was announcing, calling himself ‘the bride-
groom’s friend, who stands there and listens and is
glad when he hears the bridegroom’s voice’. And he
makes himself an inspiring model to all disciples of
Jesus, when he declares, ‘He must increase and I must
decrease’. We must all follow his example.

John Thornhill SM
(excerpt theemausseries.com)

PRAYER DURING THE HURRICANE SEASON

O Lord, our God and Father, who gives rain
and sunshine to your children, we ask you in
this rainy season to uphold us and provide for
our needs.

You try our patience and test our faith and
reliance on you; forgive our sin of ingratitude.
So often have we forgotten to thank you for
your goodness and acts of mercy. Teach us to
look up to you each day, appreciative of rain
and sunshine, as you, in your wisdom, through
any kind of weather do feed us all.

In your mercy, protect us against hurricanes
and tropical storms. Pour out your blessings
upon our nation and our people, and make us
grateful for the weather we receive from your
bountiful hand.

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Praver for the Synod on Synodality

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we
gather together in Your name.

With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at
home in our hearts;

Teach us the way we must go and how we are
to pursue it.

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote
disorder.

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong
path nor partiality influence our actions.

Let us find in You our unity so that we may
journey together to eternal life and not stray
from the way of truth and what is right.

All this we ask of You, who are at work in
every place and time, in the communion of the
Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.
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Following in His footsteps.

In the First Reading we hear the voice of the Prophet Zechariah as he
delivers difficult oracles from God. The people have returned from
exile and now, back in Jerusalem, they face the arduous work of
rebuilding the Temple. Zechariah acknowledges their hardships and
foresees more obstacles. But their grief has a purpose. It is a remedy, a
penance to heal them, “a fountain” to purify from sin and uncleanness.
Thus purified, the people will be ready to receive the Messiah and usher
in a new creation.

God promises to “pour out a spirit of kindness and prayer” over the
house of David and the citizens of Jerusalem. So that no one should
mistake the identity of the Messiah when He comes, God says through
Zechariah: “they will look on the one whom they have pierced; they
will mourn for him as for an only son.” That prophecy could be fulfilled
in no other than Jesus, the Word made Flesh, the Only-Begotten Son of
God, the Crucified.

The day of the Messiah indeed came, with an outpouring of the Spirit.
Yet it was a saving event not only for Jerusalem, but for all people.
Both Jews and Gentiles could become, Paul says, “sons of God”, and
now, “there are no more distinctions between Jew and Greek, slave and
free, male and female.” If we belong to Christ, then we are Abraham's
descendants, heirs according to the promise.

In light of these readings, Sunday's Gospel is poignant. Jesus asks His
closest friends, “who do you say that I am?” Peter replies, “The Christ
of God.” Jesus then reveals, as Zechariah had foretold, that the Messiah
must be killed and mourned before the Spirit would come forth on
Pentecost. The day has indeed come. Yet still we long for its fullness,
and so we pray to God as in the Psalm: “for you I long: for you my soul
is thirsting. My body pines for you, like a dry weary land...”

Jesus gave His life for all people. As His followers, we too must follow
Him along the path of self giving, taking up our cross by not seeking
our own will, but the will of the Father who wants the world to be a
place of peace and true justice. That is not an easy path to follow, but it

is the one that gives life.
(excerpt: st.paulcenter.com)
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