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Jesus s coming!

Advent is here! It's time to begin preparing for
the coming of Jesus at Christmas.

Jesus came the first time long ago in

Bethlehem. Now He comes to us every
y - time we go to Mass, in Holy Communion.
A | But we celebrate Jesus' coming in a special
AR N way at Christmas time.

Advent is the time to get ready for
Christmas. We get our houses ready by
cleaning and decorating, We get our
souls ready by cleaning out our sins
when we go to confession, and by
learning and thinking about Jesus.

Here are some things that will help you
get ready for Christmas:
~ Light a candle on an advent wreath when you say your
prayers every day.

~ Read a book ~ Do nice things

about Advent or for people.
Christmas. Remember that
. anything you
~Goto do for some-
Confession one else you
before Christmas. do for Jesus!
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¢ Offerings and donations for the Parish can
now be made via Sure Pay. Please specify that
the payment is for St. Joseph the Worker
Parish, and you will be given a choice of the
different communities, 01 for Gros Islet, 02 for
Grande Riviere and 03 for Monchy. Payments
can be made in person at the Sure Pay counters
or online. Please contact the Parish Office if you
require further information about the online
payments.
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A Coronavirus Praver

Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and
villages, “curing every disease and illness”. At
your command, the sick were made well. Come
to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread
of the Coronavirus, that we may experience your
healing love.

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they
regain their strength and health through quality
medical care. Heal us from our fear, which
prevents nations from working together, and
neighbours from helping one another. Heal us
from our pride, which can make us claim invul-
nerability to a disease that knows no borders.

In place of our anxiety, give us your peace. In
your wisdom protect our country, Saint Lucia,
our region and the whole world from this
pandemic. Be with the doctors, nurses and
researchers, and all medical professionals who
seek to heal and help those affected, and who put
themselves at risk in the process. May they know
your protection and peace.

Mary, comforter of the afflicted, pray for us.
Amen.

Come, Lord Jesus!

he new Church year begins with a plea for God’s visitation.
“Oh that you would tear the heavens open and come down,”
the prophet Isaiah cries in the First Reading. In the Psalm, too, we
hear the anguished voice of Israel, imploring God to look down
from His heavenly throne, to save and shepherd His people.
Today’s readings are relatively brief. Their language and message
are deceptively simple. But we should take note of the serious
mood and penitential aspect of the Liturgy as the people of Israel
recognize their sinfulness, their failures to keep God’s covenant,
their inability to save themselves.

In this Advent season, we should see our own lives in the
experience of Israel. As we examine our consciences, don’t we,
too, often harden our hearts, refuse His rule, wander from His
ways, withhold our love from Him? God is faithful, Paul reminds
us in the Epistle. He is our Father. He has hearkened to the cry of
His children, coming down from heaven for Israel’s sake, and for
ours, to redeem us from our exile from God, to restore us to His
love.

In Jesus, we have seen the Father. The Father has let His face
shine upon us. He is the good shepherd come to guide us to the
heavenly kingdom. No matter how far we have strayed, He will
give us new life if we turn to Him, if we call upon His holy name,
if we pledge anew never again to withdraw from Him.

As Paul says, He has given us every spiritual gift - especially the
Eucharist and penance - to strengthen us as we await Christ’s
final coming. He will keep us firm to the end if we let Him.

So in this season of repentance we should heed the warning,
repeated three times by our Lord in the Gospel, to be watchful for
we know not the hour when the Lord of the house will return.

(excerpt: stpaulcenter.com)

VISION 2020-DISCIPLES ON MISSION

MASS TIMES
Morning Prayers:
5:45a.m.

i

MONDAY: GROS ISLET
Mass: 6:00 a. m.
12:30 p.m.
it
TUESDAY: GROS ISLET
6:00.a.m.

i
WEDNESDAY
12:30 & 6:00 p.m.:
Gros Islet
6:00 p.m. G/Riviere
i

THURSDAY
6:00 a.m./12:30 p.m.:
Gros lslet
6:00 p.m.: Monchy
it

FRIDAY
6:00 a.m./12:30 p.m.:
Gros Islet
T
SATURDAY
6:30 a.m./6:00 p. m.:
Gros Islet
ki
SUNDAY
7:30 a.m.:
GROS ISLET/G. RIVIERE
10:00 a.m.:
Gros Islet/Monchy
i
HOLIDAY
7:00 a.m.: Gros lslet
ki




secondly, to the coming o

Sacrament of Holy Communion, and finally, to His Second Coming at
the end of time.

Our preparations, therefore, should have all three comings in mind. We
need to prepare our souls to receive Christ worthily. That is why Advent
has traditionally been known as "little Lent." The Church continues to
stress the penitential and preparatory nature of Advent. As in Lent,
Advent should be marked by increased prayer, fasting, and good works;
priests wear purple vestments, and the Gloria is omitted during Mass.
The only exception is on the Third Sunday of Advent, known as
Gaudete Sunday, when priests can wear rose-colored vestments. As on
Laetare Sunday during Lent, this is designed to encourage us to
continue our prayer and fasting, because we can see that Advent is more
than halfway over.

Perhaps the best-known of all Advent symbols is the Advent wreath, a
custom which originated among German Lutherans but was soon
adopted by Catholics. Consisting of four candles (three purple and one
pink) arranged in a circle with evergreen boughs, and sometimes a fifth,
white candle in the centre, the Advent wreath corresponds to the four
Sundays of Advent. The purple candles represent the penitential nature
of the season, while the pink candle is used on Gaudete Sunday. The
white candle, when used, represents Christmas.

November 29th marks the First Sunday of Advent.

(excerpt: catholicism.about.com)
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Restoreus, 0 God of hosts;




