Kids Column John 6:60-69

We Choose to Follow Jesus

In today's first reading,
Joshua told the people that
they had to choose between

the false gods and the true
God. Joshua and the people
chose to worship the true God.

Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18

In the Gospel today we hear that many
people stopped following Jesus be-
cause they couldn't understand what
He was teaching. But the Apostles
chose to stay with Jesus. Like Saint
Peter said, they knew that He was
the Holy One of God.

Do you ever have a hard time
understanding what Jesus tells us? We need to be
like the Apostles and choose to follow Jesus even
when it's hard, especially when other people
don't follow Him.
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:

Baptisms are usually celebrated on the fourth Sunday
of every month. Please contact the Parish Office at
least 6 weeks before the date.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
Couples should contact the Parish Office to make

arrangements at least 6 months before the desired
date.

PRAYER DURING THE HURRICANE SEASON

O Lord, our God and Father, who gives rain
and sunshine to your children, we ask you in
this rainy season to uphold us and provide for
our needs.

You try our patience and test our faith and
reliance on you; forgive our sin of ingratitude.
So often have we forgotten to thank you for
your goodness and acts of mercy. Teach us to
look up to you each day, appreciative of rain
and sunshine, as you, in your wisdom, through
any kind of weather do feed us all.

In your mercy, protect us against hurricanes
and tropical storms. Pour out your blessings
upon our nation and our people, and make us
grateful for the weather we receive from your
bountiful hand. We make this prayer through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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A Choice to Make.

his Sunday’s readings conclude a four-week meditation

on the Eucharist. The Twelve Apostles in today’s Gospel

are asked to make a choice, either to believe and accept
the New Covenant Jesus offers in His Body and Blood, or return
to their former ways of life.
This choice is prefigured by the decision Joshua asks the Twelve
Tribes to make in the First Reading. Joshua gathers the tribes at
Shechem, where God first appeared to Abraham promising to
make his descendants a great nation in a new land, and issues a
blunt challenge: either renew their covenant with God or serve
the alien gods of the surrounding nations.
We too are being asked today to decide whom we will serve. For
four weeks we have been presented in the liturgy with the
mystery of the Eucharist, a daily miracle far greater than those
performed by God in bringing the Israelites out of the land of
Egypt. He has promised us a new homeland and eternal life,
offering us bread from heaven to strengthen us on our journey.
He has told us that unless we eat His Flesh and drink His Blood
we will have no life in us.
It 1s a hard saying, as many murmur in the Gospel. Yet He has
given us the words of eternal life. We must believe, as Peter says,
that He is the Holy One of God, who handed Himself over for us,
who gave His flesh for the life of the world. As we hear in the
Epistle, Jesus did this that we might be sanctified, made holy,
through the water and word of Baptism by which we enter into
His new covenant. Through the Eucharist, He nourishes and
cherishes us, making us His own flesh and blood, as husband and
wife become one flesh.
Let us renew our covenant today, approaching the altar with
confidence that the Lord will redeem the lives of His servants.

(excerpt: stpaulcenter.com)

First Reading
Jos.24:1-2,15-18

Second Reading
Eph.5:21-32

Gospel
Jn.6:60-69

CONFESSIONS

Every Saturday
9.00 - 10.00 a.m.
6.00 - 6.45p.m.
&
by appointment

Parish Priest: Msgr. Michel Francis
Deacons: Rev. Winston Taylor, Rev. Gerard Calderon
Rev. Anthony Louis, Rev. Madison Stanislaus.
Address: P.O. Box Choc 8192, Castries L.C02 801, Saint Lucia
Tel: (758) 450-8325 / (758) 450-9390  Cell: (758) 285-8831
Email: st.joseph_church@hotmail.comT st.joseph_church@candw.lc
Website: www.grosisletchurch.org ¥ Facebook: facebook.com/grosisletchurch
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