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LENT: HEARING THE CRY OF THE POOR.

Each year, the Season of Lent is offered to us as a time of renewal.
Our renewal becomes concrete when we practice the self-denial
which allows us to live our faith more authentically.

The almsgiving we do helps us express our gratitude, and allows us to
exercise generosity. However, Lent can also be a time to focus
beyond ourselves, a time of renewal to hear the cry of the poor and
grow in solidarity with them. Ultimately, this spiritual renewal helps
us grow closer to our Lord who tells us that if we wish to love Him,
we must express that love as love for the least of our brothers and
sisters.

It all starts with desire and a few choices. If we recognize a desire to
be more attentive to the poor and to grow in affection for and in
solidarity with them, then it is likely that this is a grace we have
received. If we don't feel this desire, we can ask the Lord to help us
grow in a desire to hear better the cry of those most in need.

If we spend Lent reflecting upon the situation of the poor, we will
begin to pray differently. We will see not only see their radical
dependence upon God, but we will find ourselves turning to God on
their behalf before we ask anything of God for ourselves. This kind of
prayer purifies our prayer. It helps us pray with a renewed spirit. It
frees us from so many of the demands we can place on God,
especially for things like our own comfort or success or just getting
things our way.

With the poor as our prayer companions, we can surrender more
easily and ask God for what really matters - first on their behalf and
then for ourselves. Our prayer for ourselves will more freely become a
prayer that we might be transformed to be better servants for others,
especially conscious of those on the margins of society. It will
ultimately lead us to ask the Lord to help us make our lifestyle more
simple. It can lead us to ask to be freed from our dependence upon so
many of the benefits of the unjust social structures of our world.

Lent spent hearing the cry of the poor starts with awareness, is spent
in growing solidarity with them, and leads to deeper compassion and
transformative prayer.

(excerpt: onlineministries.creighton.edu)
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Robert & Elizabeth Melius
Thks: Algitha Richelieu & family
Girard & Jean Glace family

Shelly-Ann & Von Francois & family

God’s Blessings: Augusta Toussaint
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Int: Parish Youth

B’day: Edith Eudoxie,
Antoine & Godfrey Casimir

Thks: Francis & Andre Delice
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MONDAY
Dan.13:1-9,15-17,
19-30, 33-62
Jn.8:12-20
T
TUESDAY
Num.21:4-9
Jn.8:21-30
T
WEDNESDAY
Dan.3:14-20,24-25.28
Jn.8:31-42
T
THURSDAY
Gen.17:3-9
Jn.8:51-59
T
FRIDAY
Jer.20:10-13
Jn.10:31-42
T

SATURDAY
Ez.37:21-28
Jn.11:45-56
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Mon April 4 - 6:00 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

Fr. Vinoth Santhappan
Fr. John Wilson

Int: Cecil Graham, Anthony Louis

Dc'd: Irvine Blanchard

Lenten Retreat

Tues April 5 - 6:00 a.m.

Fr. Joseph Raj
Sr. Mary Lee Cox
Sr. Mary Mutwiwa

B’day: Aaron Lastic
Lavern Verdant

Wed April 6 - 6:00 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

Grande Riviere - 6:00 p.m.

Arch. Robert Rivas OP
Msgr. Patrick Anthony
Sr. Frances Norbisch

B’day: Diane Palton, Layla Samuel

80th B’day: Catherine Alexis

Lenten Retreat

Thu April 7 - 6:00 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

Monchy - 6:00 p.m.

Fr. Albert Smith
Mother Rosaria Joseph
Sr. Christine Alphonse

Guid: CXC students

Dc’d: Jones Joseph, Holy Souls
Eldifa Gaspard-Joye

Lenten Retreat

Fri April 8 - 6:00 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

Fr. Amalraj
Fr. Cezar Herrera
Sr. Giovanna Mabunda

Thks: Quacey Esnard

B’day: Veronica Louis
Int: Mya Norville & family
Thks: Members of the Walker family

Sat April 9 - 6:30 a.m.

Rev. Andrew Edward

B’day: Waltrude Patrick




